
COLOGNE DECLARATION 
FOR A POLICY OF JUSTICE AND HUMANITY

At the initiative of IIPM, #LeaveNoOneBehind, Sea-Watch, 
Seebrücke, ECCHR, Equal Rights Beyond Borders, 

medico international, School of Political Hope, NTGent

In Afghanistan, in recent weeks, one can see what has been manifesting itself for years at the external borders of Europe: for 
German politics, bureaucratic procedures count more than human lives. The mantra is “2015 may not be repeated”; border fences 
and segregation take precedence over human rights.

Year after year, the situation at the external borders of the EU deteriorates. All means are used to prevent refugees from 
arriving in Europe: assistance is not omitted, and people are “deliberately drowned”, there are illegal pushbacks, torture and violen-
ce. With no access to health care, education, clean water and food, tens of thousands of people die at Europe's external borders. 
Those who manage to set foot on European soil are deprived of all their basic rights and are often locked up in camps for years. 
Asylum applications are rejected systematically and illegally.

In June 2021, for instance, Greece declared Turkey a safe third country for people from Syria, Afghanistan, Somalia, Bangla-
desh and Pakistan, which de facto will lead to a direct rejection of 70% of asylum applications in Greece in the future. As a result, 
millions of people are driven into illegality and become pawns of a criminal economy – unable to change their place of residence 
or return to their countries due to the Dublin Regulation. In Italy alone, 500,000 illegalised people are exploited by a mafia that 
controls monocultures and the production of cheap food. In the whole of the EU, the number of these modern slaves is estimated 
at over 3 million. A situation that is not only degrading but also deadly, as the recent hunger strike of the “sans-papiers” in Belgium 
has shown.

For years, the public was made to believe that this death by the thousands and this humiliation by the millions was a tragic 
event, a kind of natural disaster. However, what is happening before our eyes – intensified once again since the Taliban came to 
power in Afghanistan – are not just random human rights violations, but planned crimes that are structurally embedded in Europe-
an policy. It is not a tragedy, but a deliberately designed and implemented political and administrative assault against humanity. 
And the parliaments and governments of the EU and the member states play a central role in this. In the German Bundestag alone, 
numerous votes and resolutions have blocked the chance of improving the situation at the borders. Human life and human dignity 
have long since become a subject of negotiation in politics, across parties and countries.

However, when crime becomes law, when death and human suffering become politically calculated normality, we are left with 
only two options: silent acceptance of this new kind of barbarism or political resistance. As a strong civil society, as an alliance of 
organisations, human rights lawyers, refugees and artists, we no longer turn a blind eye to the undermining of human rights and 
resolutely oppose their erosion.

The evidence is overwhelming; Frontex's links to European and especially German politics are undeniable. The list is infinite: 
torture and pushbacks, violation of fundamental rights in the camps, neglect of assistance, criminalisation of sea rescue, illegal 
removals and rejected asylum applications. We call upon the newly elected Bundestag to return to a policy of justice and humanity 
and to put an end to the system of dehumanisation, illegalisation and exploitation of refugees. What we need is a discourse on the 
limits and erosion of the current legal system. We need politicians and experts to work together to create the cornerstones for a 
system that truly is based on the idea of human rights for all and provides us with the means to claim them.

WE DEMAND:
• Fleeing to Europe may not be criminalised. All refugees must receive the right to 

rights.
• The Federal Ministry of the Interior must reopen the evacuation list for Afghans who 

are in danger. Civilians who want to escape may not be stopped by bureaucratic 
hurdles.

• Europe must not continue to close itself off and must signal to the states along the 
routes that refugees take from Afghanistan to Europe that they are prepared to take 
responsibility and guarantee the individual right to asylum.

• The immediate evacuation of all camps at the external borders of the EU and a 
legislative basis for self-determined admission by local authorities and countries.

• No more German participation in all Frontex and EUNAVFOR MED operations
• Sea rescue organised by the state and an end to the criminalisation of civilian sea 

rescue
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